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lonely little boy sought the company of these timid, defeated,
miserable people rejected by a world of which he knew
nothing. What wretched dramas, what humble misfortunes
had wrecked their lives? And why were they so close to him,
despite the difference in age and social position? When the
major caught his son talking with a patient, he scolded him
severely. Mikhail, his oldest son, was calm, a bit dreamy per-
haps, but on the whole docile; the youngest, Andrey, gave
him entire satisfaction. But Feodor! "He is a real firebrand!"
his parents used to say.           *
To quiet the boy's neurotic wildness, the doctor explained
to him in detail how poor they were, how difficult it would
be for them to "make a career," how moderate must be their
expectations. This dark picture of the future terrified the
children and doubtless developed in Feodor that fear of all
social life, that excessive suspiciousness and those sudden ap-
prehensions from which he suffered till his death.
"Follow my example/' the father used to say. If only he
had known how his son feared being like him! Was it not
because of his father's avarice that he was so generous, be-
cause of his parents' severity that the boy demanded com-
plete indulgence toward everyone? Thus he proved to him-
self that he had nothing in common with his father. He
seems to have experienced toward his father uncertain, and
contradictory feelings. He feared him, occasionally hated
him, and even had a kind of physical repugnance for him.
"Who has not desired his father's death?" exclaims Ivan
Karamazov, But sometimes Feodor was shaken by fits of
compassion, and was indignant at being so far away from
him.
"How I pity my father! What a strange character!" he